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This was the position at the time of writing, in January 1935,
some twenty years after the first impact of the General War of 1914-
18 upon the Assyrians' homelands.1 The great social convulsion,
which wan thus so quick to affect the life of this apparently secluded
community, had the effect of bringing the Assyrians once again into
intimate contact with their co-religionists of the Western World ;2
and it IB curious to compare this second encounter between Nestorian
Christendom and Western Christendom with their previous encounter
some nix and a half centuries earlier.

On that earlier occasion, the relative power and importance and
prospects of the two Christian Societies had been strangely different.
In the thirteenth century of the Christian era the Western Christians
(who were the masters of the early-twentieth-century World and the
protagonists on both sides in the General War of 1914-18) had been
a remote and backward society, cooped up in one corner of the
Eurasian Continent, whereas the Nestorian Christians (who were
confined in the early twentieth century to their fastnesses on the
watershed between 'Iraq and Azerbaijan) had had a footing in the
thirteenth century in almost every part of Asia from the Euphrates
to the H wang-ho and from the Altai Mountains to Cape Comorin.
Again, in the thirteenth century it was the Western Christians who
were attempting to break out of their narrow bounds in those suc-
COHHLVO HortioB that arc remembered as 'the Crusades'; and, at a
moment when their forlorn hope was on the verge of its ultimate
failure, an unexpected prospect of deliverance was opened up to them
by the sudden appearance, above their eastern horizon, of their
Ncntorian co-religionists in the r61e of secretaries and counsellors
and officers in the service of the Mongol world-conquerors of that
ago.u In the twentieth century, on the other hand, it was the Nes-
torionB who looked for deliverance to the far-ranging armies of a

1 In November 1914, immediately after the Ottoman Government's inter-
vention in tlw War, a Turkish force made a raid across the country of the
Ottoman AHHyriau highlanders in Hakkiyari into the country of the Persian
AHHyrian lowliwdorH oil the plain along the western shore of Lake Urumiyah.

8 The dtootivt* establishment of this intimate contact may be dated from the
arrival of tho AwByrian refugees at the British lines in North-Western Persia
in 1018, The British had been in touch with the Assyrians since the planting
of tUc Arohbiahop of Canterbury's mission to the Assyrians at Qtldshanis, the
Haiti of tho Mar Shimim in Hakkiyarl, in 1886. An American Presbyterian
mint-don had boon at work among the Assyrian lowlanders of the Urumiyah
diatriot for more than half a century before that, and the Assyrian lowlanders
of the Mosul dtatriet had accepted the ecclesiastical supremacy of the Pope
at the turn of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. These converts from
Kostonamsm to Roman Catholicism were known thenceforward as the Chal-
daeau Uniates.            3 See A, J. Toynbee* A Study of History, vol. ii, p. 238.